
IDULLATRY- Its Source  

The Lord’s admonitions against idolatry are to be noted with reverential attentiveness.  
We would naturally be inclined to think that Yahweh’s primary concern for his people would be 
the physical presence of the gods of the nations among whom Israel was about to enter.  It is 
true that the Promised Land into which the Lord God was sending his covenant people, was 
occupied by idolatrous peoples.  However, even a brief examination of Yahweh’s warning 
against his people confirms that the major thrust of his concern was not the external presence 
of the nations’ idols but the internal condition of Israel’s hearts.  
   
 Of and against these gods, the Lord God had consistently warned his people saying, 
“You shall not go after other gods, the gods of the peoples who are around you--” Dt 6:14.  
Yahweh explicitly forbade Israel against serving the gods of the nations, 7:16.  Indeed, Israel 
was to “..break down their altars and dash in pieces their pillars and chop down their Asherim 
and burn their carved images with fire.” v. 5.  See also v. 25.  The Lord God warned Israel that 
should she forget “.. the LORD your God and go after other gods and serve them and worship 
them, I solemnly warn you today that you shall surely perish.  Like the nations that the LORD 
makes to perish before you, so shall you perish, because you would not obey the voice of the 
LORD your God.”  Dt 8:19-20.  The reason for this was very clear: “..  the LORD your God is God 
of gods and Lord of lords, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God, ..” 10:17.  He alone was 
the true God that required complete devotion and undivided worship of his people.   
 
 Yet, the source of Israel’s idolatry was not to be found in the overwhelming presence of 
the gods of the nations.  The plethora of idols was not the origin and cause of Israel’s 
propensity to idolatry.  The Scripture makes this abundantly clear for Yahweh had explicitly 
forewarned his people prior to their occupying the Promised Land saying, “Take care lest your 
heart be deceived, and you turn aside and serve other gods and worship them;” Dt 11:16.   In so 
doing he was instructing his covenant people that their (impending) proclivity to worship the 
false gods of the nations surrounding them would not originate in external circumstances but 
would be generated in their hearts.  Because the heart is the center of our lives – it is the 
central and controlling point of our lives governing our wills, emotions and thought- idolatry 
therefore is essential to our fallen nature.  Isn’t this what Yahweh indicated when he instructed 
his prophet, “ "Son of man, these men have taken their idols into their hearts, and set the 
stumbling block of their iniquity before their faces. Therefore speak to them and say to them, 
Thus says the Lord GOD: Any one of the house of Israel who takes his idols into his heart and 
sets the stumbling block of his iniquity before his face, and yet comes to the prophet, I the 
LORD will answer him as he comes with the multitude of his idols,” Eze 14:2-4.  Idolatry, 
therefore, is born of our hearts.  It is a separation of man’s fundamental devotion of God, who 
has, in his creation, undeniably revealed himself to all of his sensible creatures but who, in their 
“wisdom”, have suppressed this truth in their unrighteousness, have become futile in their 
thinking and darkened in their hearts, Rom 1:18-21.  “Claiming to be wise, they became fools, 
and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and 
animals and creeping things.”  vv. 22 – 23.   
 
 The source of idolatry therefore is not to be sought outside of us.  For us to recognize, 
reject and repent of this sin, we do not need to look outside of us.  Idolatry is a sin that is innate 
to our fallenness.  It is located in the depths of our being, in the heart of the one who separates 
himself from God and in so doing, takes “.. his idols into his heart” and who, on this basis, puts 
“the stumbling block of his iniquity before his face, ..” Eze 14:7.     


